






Smoke-Free Air  
at the Fair! 
Jefferson County Public Health (2017) 



Strategic Plan 

Mission Statement:  
Promoting education, entertainment, and 
economic growth to all citizens of Jefferson 
County, while providing an advanced healthy 
environment that allows everyone the 
opportunity to enjoy the talents at the 
facilities. 

 

Outline 

• Smoking Stats in the County 

• Tobacco Survey 

• Healthy concerns with tobacco at the fair 

• Benefits of going tobacco free 

• How to Implement 
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Tobacco Statistics in Jefferson County 

Wisconsin 
• 19.9% of adults are 

smokers, not including 
other tobacco use 

• 856,000 people 

• Ranks 42nd in US for 
youth (12-17 year-olds) 
in cigarette use 

Jefferson County 
• 17% of adults are 

smokers 

• 14% pregnant smokers 

• 13,540 people 

• Population: 84,625 
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Tobacco-free Fair Survey 

Creating Tobacco Free Fairgrounds 

Strongly favor: 108

Somewhat favor: 24

Somewhat oppose: 8

Strongly oppose: 10

Don't know/unsure: 5

69.7% 

15.5% 

5.2% 

6.5% 
3.2% 



Tobacco-free Fair Survey 

Effects of Second hand smoke 

Not at all harmful: 1

Somewhat harmful: 19

Very harmful: 132

Don't know/unsure: 3

12.3% 

85.2% 

1.9% 0.6% 



Tobacco-free Fair Survey 

*2 participants used both, cigarettes and other tobacco products 

Current Tobacco use 

Yes, cigarettes: 20

Yes, e-cigarettes: 0

Yes, other tobacco: 9

No, none: 128
82.6% 

 12.9% 

5.8% 



Tobacco-free Fair Survey 
• 27 tobacco users that 

filled out the survey: 
- “other tobacco” users, 
6/7 (86%) opposed a 
tobacco-free fair 
- “cigarette” users, 11/20 

(55%) favored a tobacco-
free fair 

- 7/20 (35%) “cigarette” 
users opposed 

*This tells us, “cigarette” 
users are more accepting 
of a tobacco-free fair than 
“other tobacco” users 

Of tobacco users/opinion of 
tobacco free Firegrounds 

Strongly favor

Somewhat
favor

Somewhat
oppose

Strongly
oppose

Don't
know/unsure

25% 

14.3% 

21.4

28.6% 

10.7



Tobacco-free Fair Survey 
Somewhat harmful to one's health… 

No tobacco use: 9

Other tobacco use: 3

Smoke cigarettes: 7

47.4% 

15.8% 

36.8% 

1 non-tobacco user said not harmful 
2 non-tobacco users said unsure 
1 cigarette user said unsure 



What Were Fair Goers Saying? 

• Excited 

 - Especially those with small children and grandchildren 

 - Those with medical conditions, those with Oxygen or 
difficulty breathing 

• Second hand smoke deferred people from attending events 

• Those who smoked cigarettes were understanding, felt it was 
following the norm 

• It would help them quit 

• Law Enforcement did not want to enforce the issue 

• One that opposed, said only if those who smoke can be 
respectful 

 



Health Concerns Around Tobacco 
Use: Second Hand Smoke 

• Higher concentration of cancer 
causing agents and toxins than 
mainstream smoke 

• Those expose experience same 
health risks as those who smoke 

• Triggers asthma attack and can lead 
to asthma symptoms in someone 
that has never showed symptoms 

• Increases risks of SIDS 

• No safe exposure 

• Particles can remain on surfaces for 
months, leading to third hand smoke 
concerns 

• Going smoke free has never been 
bad for business 
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Health Concerns Around 
Tobacco Use: Cigarette Butts 

• Last “socially acceptable” form of littering 

• Butts include thousands of chemicals 

• 4.5 trillion butts are littered yearly 

• 1 gallon of litter from tobacco use, mostly butts, picked up after 1 day at the 
fair 

• Toxins from 1 cigarette butt in less than 1 liter of water killed half the marine 
life exposed to it 
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Benefits for Jefferson County 

• Healthier Community 

• Healthier 
environment 

• Join others setting 
the trend 

• Advertise and 
celebrate 

• Test it out in a day 
trial 

Proudly Tobacco-Free! 
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Implement 
Set a Date 

Inform when booking events 

Post Policy 

Advertise during events 

Social Media 

Inform the County via newspaper 
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How Can We Help 
• Craft tobacco-free policy 

language 
 
• Help get the word out 

about new policy 
 
• Inform the public about 

the dangers of tobacco 
use 

 
• Continue to help people 

quit smoking, and 
provide resources to quit 

• Emi Reiner, RN, BSN 
Jefferson County Public Health Nurse 
(920)674-7232 
emir@jeffersoncountywi.gov 
 
 
 
 
• Amanda Lenz, RN, BSN 
Jefferson County Public Health Nurse 
(920)674-7461 
amandale@jeffersoncountywi.gov 

Thank you for your time! 
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